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But just in case you missed the boat, here are ten great ways you can completely waste your summer vacation: Breaking the world record for most consecutive hours playing Call of Duty. Visiting and exploring foreign places will broaden your horizons, allowing you to expand your awareness of other peoples and cultures. Colleges will be impressed by
applicants who can effectively use social media for productive purposes. So instead of encouraging the exploitation of young children, work to improve their situation through community service and volunteer work. Cryostasis / Flickr It almost goes without saying that campus visits should be part of any college applicant’s summer plans. Watching cat
videos on YouTube. Well, not exactly. Colleges don't expect to see you pulling 60-hour work weeks and 3,000 hours of community service in one summer. This will not only look great on your transcript, but it also provides an opportunity to get a jump start on general education requirements for college and allows you to explore possible career
options. A few campus tours don’t constitute a summer’s worth of experience; they should be included in your plans, along with other resume-building activities and experiences, in order to set you apart from your fellow applicants. Community service is another great way to gain some valuable work and leadership experience. Perhaps you are an
older adult looking to go back to school after working for a few years. That much time in bed means you haven't found anything meaningful to do to get you out of bed. Students focus on one class per term, allowing them to immerse themselves in each subject.St. John’s CollegeRather than choose a major, all students at St. John’s College follow the
Great Books Program. Try to find something that motivates you. Robert Deutschman/Getty Images While this may not be a viable option for everyone, summer travel can be an exciting way to enrich your mind while enhancing your resume. Local community colleges also offer credit-bearing summer courses for high school juniors and seniors on a
variety of introductory-level topics. If you create some of your own clever and high-quality viral videos, they can become part of the supplemental materials for your college application. And even if art is just a side interest, you can often submit a portfolio as a supplement to your college application. Nonprofits such as soup kitchens and animal shelters
are always looking for volunteers, so it shouldn’t be difficult to find a volunteer organization near you that could use an extra pair of hands for a few hours a week during the summer. Your future health will thank you, and there really are a lot of better things you can do with your time outdoors, like lifeguarding or teaching kids to swim. Your plans
can be more than simply getting a summer job; there are a number of activities that can help you stay active and gain valuable experience over the summer months. There are a variety of options available for high school students to take summer courses, both at their own schools and at local colleges. You could, however, organize a book club or
literacy program in your community. Trying to hit 10,000 followers on Twitter. This school offers flexible programs designed especially for vets, plus offers many resources at its Center for Military and Veteran Education. This includes an extensive list of online classes, several satellite locations and military bases throughout the world.Thomas Edison
State UniversityLocated in Trenton, NJ, Thomas Edison State University has specialized programs designed around the needs of enlisted military personnel. Please do watch cat videos. Its transfer program requires only six credits, a cornerstone course and a senior capstone course to finish.Hampshire CollegeStudents design their own concentrations
in any subject they choose at Hampshire College in Amherst, MA. Nisian Hughes / Getty Images Along with summer classes, enrichment programs can be another valuable and educational summer experience. Who doesn't love cat videos? But don't waste half of your summer doing so. This includes earning credits for military training, and online
courses.Charter Oak State CollegeCharter Oak State College is an excellent choice for students returning to college to complete the last requirements for their degrees. This might seem like a time for kicking back and unwinding after the school year, but it’s actually a great opportunity to start building that resume to help you impress the college of
your choice. Monty Rakusen / Getty Images Employment is one of the most practical ways to build your resume and impress colleges. Again, the message here isn't that you need to be doing something productive every day of every summer. Take a look at these 15 colleges to see if they may be a good fit for you.Grand Valley State UniversityAt Grand
Valley State University, students can choose form over 200 fields of study, including flexible programs designed for working adults. Hosting the 74th annual Hunger Games in your backyard. NSU also accepts transfer credits from other schools.lowa State UniversityAdult and nontraditional students can join the ANTS learning communities at Iowa
State. If you're planning to apply to art schools, you should certainly work on developing your portfolio. Just don't do it. vgajic / Getty Images Don't waste a summer preparing for a four-hour exam—everything else on this list has more value for your personal growth and college preparation. If you've taken the SAT or ACT and your scores aren't what
you think you'll need to get into your top choice colleges, then the summer is a great time to work through an exam preparation book or take a test prep class. Summer school doesn’t always have to be a bad thing, and colleges may look kindly upon applicants who take the initiative to further their education over the summer. These programs are a
good way to explore and gain experience in fields you may want to study in college. Testing every theory the Mythbusters have ever busted. But don't hesitate to attend a good summer science camp or assist in scientific research with a local teacher or college professor. During the semester, each student works 15 hours per week in jobs such as the
campus art gallery or radio station.Cornell CollegeCornell College in Iowa uses the “one course at a time” curriculum, which breaks down the year into eight separate terms. There are no grades, and students spend their last year on an independent study project.The College of the OzarksAt The College of the Ozarks, all students participate in work-
study programs to pay for school, instead of using scholarships and loans. Of course, while these visits are a priority when considering which colleges to apply to, it is important to remember that they should be just one part of your summer equation. Even if working during the school year is not an option, there are often seasonal establishments such
as residential summer camps that look for help specifically during the summer months. Of course, summer can't be all work and no play, and it's important to find a balance between having fun and being productive. That is unless you're using social media for a noble cause or entrepreneurial endeavor. The more a job challenges you, the more it
builds the skills that colleges and future employers are interested in seeing in applicants. If your high school offers summer classes, this could be a great way to advance your math or language skills, two areas that often fall short on college applications. Memorizing the lyrics to every song on Billboard's Top 40 (this will not convince any college to
"call you, maybe.") That said, writing your own musical score or developing your musical skills would be a good use of the summer. Marathoning all seasons of Toddlers and Tiaras. Instead, if you were to develop and market your own game or app, you could certainly impress the admissions officers. Its World Campus offers online certificates,
bachelor’s degrees, and graduate degree programs, while the Adult Learner Programs & Services offices provide resources to on-campus students.North Carolina State UniversityNorth Carolina State University’s transfer program makes it easy for students to return to college or change schools. Becoming the next Vincent Van Gogh of Draw
Something. That said, colleges do want to admit talented artists. The university also has a study abroad program that focuses on nontraditional students.Northwestern State UniversityNontraditional students at Northwestern State University in Natchitoches, LA, can take classes online or design flexible schedules around work. Any job is good, but
working in a leadership position or an academic area would be ideal. MORE FROM QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET Out of school for the summer? ralucahphotography.ro / Getty Images So, we know how high school students should be spending their summers in order to impress those college admissions officers. There are many types of schools
available that offer options for the nontraditional student. At the same time, make sure you do something productive in the summer, something that will develop your skills, explore your interests, or serve your community. Tanning. These communities offer special lectures and activities for nontraditional students, plus a reserved space for them to
gather.Penn State UniversityAdult learners and veterans will find many opportunities at Penn State University. The school also has a study abroad program designed for nontraditional students.Florida State UniversityAt FSU, students can earn their degrees either full-time or part-time, making this a good option for students who also work. Or maybe
you are a student who wants to think outside the box and design your own major, or are living abroad in the military. Not everyone wants to go the traditional route when choosing a college. There are campuses in Annapolis, MD, and Santa Fe, NM, and students can easily transfer between the two.Excelsior CollegeMilitary veterans find a home at
Excelsior College. Ariel Skelley/Getty Images Do good. That said, standardized tests are an important part of the admissions equation at most of the country's highly selective colleges. Averaging 14 hours of sleep per night. There are also many non-degree personal and professional enrichment courses that students can take.University of ArizonaThe
University of Arizona has several programs designed to meet the needs of nontraditional students, including online degrees, Second Start readmission and the Fast Track: Digital Market program. Investigate the types of summer enrichment programs offered by local youth groups or area colleges and universities. It’s also a great chance to develop
language skills. Counselors work with students to choose courses that fit their schedules.University of Maryland University College in Adelphi, MDUniversity of Maryland University College focuses on distance-learning programs for nontraditional students. Many of these organizations have residential or day camps for high school students focused on
specific topics such as music, creative writing, science, engineering and a variety of other areas of interest. It can also be a sign of depression, so a visit to a counselor could be a good idea. Summer is a time to rest, play, travel, and recover from a difficult academic year.
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